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Merjanat ul-Sorrai, and such other Arabic names. The clothes
and hats they wore came from Europe; the games they played

included jugglery and shooting arrows.

Gloomv Face of Kabul in 1944: Ghobar presents a picture of

Kabul in 1944, which is in some ways very similar to what we
have now: One year before the end of World War II, when I
returned to Kabul from my exile, I could hardly recognize
Kabul and its residents. During the Bid Holiday, only one out
of a hundred persons could afford to buy new clothes. Private
guest houses and seasonal parties had dropped out of the
common language. The government had banned ‘all
entertainment, such as wrestling, stick dancing, storytelling,
and all other seasonal festivities. One could not hear any song
and sound of music coming from any village. Most of the
Kabul singers and musicians had opened food and firewood
stores in the old Kharabat section of the city .I witnessed
honorable men stretching out their hands, with embarrassment,
begging in dark evenings; I saw workers and low-paid officials
carrying buckets to the public bath furnaces to buy cheap
ember to keep warm their wives and children in the cold winter

nights.
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Habibollah' s Court

Mirza M Hosayn, the court accountant, first had to
appropriate funds for the harem and the court expenses before
dealing with the country's needs. Nik M Gardizi, the court
chamberlain, had to serve the women of the harem rather than
organize the court affairs. The director of Kabul education,
Maulawi Abdol Rab Kandahari, had to find an Arabic title for
every harem woman and to issue fatwas for the Amir's endless
marriages.

Mercenary clerics concocted a cunningly twisted
interpretation of the Islamic law. They ruled that owning
women from the dar-ul-herb (a domain converted by war to
Islam) was free and indefinite. They argued that Nuristan-
converted to Islam by Amir Abdur Rahman, father of the
current king (Habibolllah)-was a dar ul-herb (domain of war);
therefore, the king could have as many women as he could
from that region. Habibollah, however, exceeded the rulings by
bringing women from places unlike any phony dar-ul-herb. He
Just kept on increasing the number of women by claiming
others as his servants.

The women, being classified as servants, concubines, and
harem ladies, were divided into groups of ten, each one headed
by a male called a dahbashi, with each member having a rank,

an allowance, and a special title-such as Sahahat al-Harem,
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This is a summary of another ruling by Maulawi M
Serwer, which he published in Is/ah: "The people of Daudzai
in Kalakan and Kuhdaman, oh God, they have gone far away
from Islam. How much longer can the government ignore
them? It is incumbent upon Muslims to make utmost efforts to
arrest them, for they are the enemies of God, the Prophet, and
Muslims; and the government should earnestly enforce on them

God's order."

The mullahs also issued fatwas against political parties.

Ghobar says before active members of the political parties
were arrested, for two weeks Kabul Radio broadcast religious
rulings, with Arabic quotations, from a number of hired mullas,
stating that they (the party demonstrators during the
parliamentary election day) were a source of corruption and
evil in Afghan society: therefore the shariah law requires that
each one must lose by amputation the right hand and the left
foot or vice versa. The notorious preacher of these rulings was
Mulla Abdol Qadir Shahab. who received a promotion for his

service.

The Established Clergy represented the face to of

hypocrisy. Ghobar in this passage about the lavish court of

Amir Habib writes:




Ghobar’s Reminiscence - %79

sedition against the Islamic state. They issued fatwas
against the people in Kapisa and Kohdaman, accusing
them of sedition against the government. They issued
fatwas against female education, entertainment, such as
music and dancing.

B. The government also put the official Kabul newspapers
in the hands of Mulla M Amin Khugyani and Mulla
Borhanadin Koshkaki, who had been educated at
Indian religious schools. A number of mulla journalists
held the record for flattery, distortion, and they
inculcated the poison of the cult of government
worship into the minds of the youth.

C. The government sent to provinces a number of
mohtasebs (religious police) to enforce performance of

religious obligations and to flog the transgressors.

Examples of Fatwas: With regard to popular uprising or

resistance agairist the ruling regime (at this time, the people of
Kalakan and Kuhdaman had risen against the government) the
Jamiat-ul-Ulama (Islamic Society) issued a detailed religious
ruling, Article 5 of which stated: "In the Shariah, the
punishment of agitators and rebels against the monarchy is
equal to the punishment of infidels who are killed by the
sword. (Islah, Issue #3, Asad 1309, p.2).
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B. The Nadir Shah government recalled Afghan students
studying in Turkey and some European countries.
Except for the Mohammadzai members of the group
who received high positions in the military, the rest
received menial jobs. The government did the same
thing with students returning from Europe and

Russia.

IV- The Nadir Shah Regime Depended on Mullah to

Perpetuate Its Power and Justify its Brutalities.

Establishment of Jamiat-ul-ulama

On December 1929, Jamiat-ul-Ulama was established in
Kabul. Among the most famous members of the institution
were Maulawi Bahram Kandahari, Maulawi Ebrahim Kamawi,
Maulawi Abdol Rab Andri, Maulawi Hafizollah, Qazi Abdol
Karim, and others. They preached, sermonized, published
articles, and issued religious rulings against the opposition.
They said that absolute obedience to the ruling family was a
command from ‘God. The association held a religious
discussion session every Wednesday at the presence of the king

and took part in every state ceremony and meeting.

A. The Taliban-style mullahs issued fatwas against the

opposition, accusing them of apostasy, drinking, and
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Instead of secular schools, the government, which
had put on the mask of Shariah, established a number
of religious schools in the capital and provinces, such
as Herat Darol Ulum. Najam ul- Madares Huda,
Mohammadia Madrasa in Kandahar, etc.

The government also cxempted all mullas from the
military service.

It built pilgrimage houses in Hejaz and religious
schools in Afghanistan. (The Taleban have converted
many high schools to madrasahs in Afghanistan).
(Later in 1941, Shah Mahmud Khan established the
first female school in Kabul. from 1938 to the end of
World War 1I, within a period of seven years, the
number of school students increased from 19,000 to
94.000. The Pashtu language. which was the
mandatory medium of education for all provinces,

was now restricted to Pashtu-speaking provinces.)

III- The Nadir Shah Government, like the Taleban,

Was against Intellectuals.

A.

Most members of the Nadir Shah Regime,
particularly its military generals, were illiterate, such
as Sarbaland Khan, Shahji (who was an Indian coach

driver), Allah Nawaz, etc.
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people and opens a faculty of medicine for a few
students.

(This is the same rationale that The Taleban use today.)

Abolition of Female Education

A. The first thing the new monarchy did was to close down
female schools, institutions, Kabul  Women's
Association, and banned Jarideh Zanan - the only
newspaper published by the Afghan women. It also
banned the Irshad-e-Naswan newspaper - the only
newspaper published for enlightening women.

B. The govérnment recalled the female Afghan students
from Turkey and put them under the veil. Nine ot the
students recalled from Turkey went to prison as soon as
they arrived in Kabul (Islah, No.55. Hut 1310).

C. It even banned the printing of any bareheaded Atghan in
the press. When necessary, a government artist (Mr
Brishna) had to cover the naked head of a picture by
drawing a cap around it. The government revived and

promoted all other regressive and superstitious rituals.

Booming of Religious Schools and pilgrimage Houses
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II- Closure of Schools and Cultural Institution

A. The number of male and female students declined from
83,000 during the last year of Amanullah Khan to 4591
during the four- year government of Nadir Shah. Pashto
became the mandatory medium of instruction throughout
the country. The Taleban have also made Pashto the
mandatory medium of instruction in the non- Pashtun
areas in Afghanistan:

B. The number of teachers throughout the country declined
to 165.

C. The regime in 1932 established 7 primary schools in
seven provinces

D. During Nadir Shah's four-year reign, there were no more
than 27 schools in the whole country.

E. When Nadir Shah in 1932 decreed the establishment of
seven primary schools in seven provinces in the country;
the Islah  newspaper exaltedly called it a miracle.
However, the children in these schools sat on the ground
and their teachers had little literacy

F. The monarchy tried to tell the world that the Afghan
people were inherently against education, acquisition of
knowledge. progress, civilization, and that it is the

government that establishes 27 schools for the 15 million
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against the government tyranny and dire poverty, the
regime military officers massacred the insurgents and
received medals for their actions. The Safi women,
with their children, fleeing from the terror of the war,
jumped into the Konar River. In Kabul, Abdol Rahim
(Nayeb Salar or deputy defense minister), who had
served the monarchy well, was arrested with his
nephew, the poet Khalili, simply because they
belonged to the Safi tribe.

G. These divisive conflicts in the Afghanistan of the
twentieth century had not originated from the
character of the Afghan people. In the course of
history, Afghans of various ethnic origins had jointly
participated in their national destinies, as well as in
their common grief and happiness, the most
prominent example of which is evident in the defense
of the country against foreign aggressions.
Furthermore, all of the Afghan people, including the
Pashtuns, have equally suffered from the burden of

tyranny, poverty, disease, and ignorance.
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one manzel, Shah Mahmud said: Traveling 20 miles a
day was mandatory; therefore anyone who could not
do so should be killed. Finally, with great hardship,
they reached Kabul and settled in Botkhak district.
Major landowners, including Shah Mahmud, used
them on their farmlands as slave laborers, where they
gradually lost their identity. Out of all these tragic
events, the Islah newspaper (#72, Sawr 1310) only
wrote that some of them faced execution, some
imprisonment in Khanabad and a number of them

were taken to Kabul

E. However, the fate of the north did not stop here.
Early in 1932, the government appointed M Gol
Khan as the supreme governor of the northern
provinces. Having fueled ethnic and linguistic
discriminations among the Afghan people in
Nangarhar, Kapisa, Perwan, and Kandahar, now he
had the mission to carry out his inauspicious schemes

in all of the provinces in the north.

F.  The Nadir Shah regime reacted brutally against any
other group that attempted to rebel against the

regime. When a group of Safi tribesmen in 1947 rose
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D.

Qatghan province were being punished for the sins of
the outlaw Ebrahim Beg. According to his secretary.

he had 700 prisoners shot in Khanabad.

The mutiny of Ebrahim Beg led to the suppression of
the northern people. and it bred resentment and
hostility between the northern and southern provinces
divided by the Hindu Kosh range. Shah Mahmud
carried out all of his destructive activities in the
region by the Pashtun mercenary forces from Paktia
under the name of Afghans and non-Afghans. He
planted the most destructive seed of ethnic division
and national disunity in the north. which was later

nurtured by Mohammad Gol Khan.

Shah Mahmud ordered a thousand Turkmen families.
with their children. women, and old prisoners. to
walk two manzels (one manzel is a one-day walk) a
day without rest from Khanabad to Kabul. A Jedrani
tribal unit rode behind them to prevent them from
stopping on the way. Due to the heat and the long
trip. the old prisoners could not walk more than one
manzel the first day. In reply to a message from a

courier that the prisoners could not travel more than
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severity or softness of officials and rulers result from

actions and behaviors of subordinates and subjects.”

Brutality against the Northern People

A.

In December 1930, Shah Mahmud Khan, the defense
minister, with an army of 40,000 tribal militia from
Paktia and regular government troops, arrived in
Khanabad, where he established an autocratic
military establishment. He considered the whole
population of the province as his enemy. He created
an atmosphere of terror in the province, while the
only rebels against the government were Ebrahim
Beg and his small band of 700 fighters.

This establishment, without any trial, filled the newly
built prisons in Khanabad with hundreds of innocent
and guilty people, including women. Shah Mahmud
built a torture house, filled with flogs, sticks, and
other tormenting tools, and carried out summary
executions. The local people had to pay for the
expenses of mercenary and regular forces. The
guards assaulted the imprisoned women in Saraye

Jemshid Khan prison. All of the people of the
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G. The cult of cutting off heads of the dead insurgents
and sending them to Kabul (as it was practiced during
the Umayyad Caliphate) started from this time. M.
Gol Khan pledged a prize of one thousand afghanis
for anyone killing or capturing a fugitive from the
province. The government considered the burial of an

insurgent to be a crime.

H. The Kapisa-Perwan people blamed the mercenary
forces from Paktia for all the aggression against them
and bore against them a deep resentment, as
particularly M. Gol Khan was presenting himself
wrongly as representative of the Pashtuns in

Afghanistan.

I.  Mercenary mullas rose to the defense of the
government by publishing religious sermons in an
attempt to prove that the Shamali people, like
infidels, deserved such punishment. They tried to
convince them that they should see all of this
oppression as a consequence of their actions and thus
from God, as the Islah newspaper (# 165, Hut I,

1312) wrote: "In our religious texts, it is written that
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D.

Until the winter of 1930. M Gol Khan collected and
sent to Kabul from the Kapisa-Perwan people 2378
barrels of guns and 170 pistols. with 39384 pieces of
vold. (Islah. #58. Dalw) Of course. the above figures
did not include the items that the invading forces had

kept for themselves.

He took as hostage 600 men from the local people
and sent them to Kabul and forcefully settled a
number of families from Paktia in the province and
gave them the best pieces of the lands that belonged
to the local people. thus perpetuating animosity

between the two provinces.

During the wartime. as reported by /s/ah. he did not
only burn the houses of the insurgents but also
thriving villages. He burned four villages in Kalakan
and pounded by cannonballs the local forts. The
state-sponsored Indian newspapers - such as Hemat-
expressed satisfaction over the burning of the four

villages.
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In August 1930. M Gol Mohmand. the interior
minister. became governor of the Kapisa. with full
military power. Mercenary forces from Paktia were
pouring into the area. Shahji was engaged in
deploying forces in Shamali. The Islah newspaper
(Asad Issues of 1309) wrote that the number of these
tribal forces had reached 25.000. not counting the

government troops.

In this province. M Gol Khan took on the character of
a conquering marshal. He treated the local people
with utmost arrogance and animosity. He
commissioned his mercenary and military forces to
plunder houses. destroy orchard walls. and burn forts.
while he himself was engaged in tormenting. beating.
and abusing both the rebels and those obeying the
government. He demanded the blood of the rebels
and the properties of those obeving the government.
He insulted and beat the defiant. He even threatened
to summon their wives in a public gathering. When
house search did not result in finding arms and
money. his men threatened household women with

piercing their breasts with needles.
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particularly Mohammad Gol Khan Mohmand, did in Shamali
about 70 years ago. Relying on his direct observations,
experiences, and even government's publications, Ghobar
presents graphic pictures of mass executions, prison torture,
phony court trials, and genocidal massacres of people during
the oppressive rule of the Nadir Shah family. While the official
history of Afghanistan portrays Mohammad Gol Mohmand as a
war hero, in this book he appears more than a war criminal.
The following are a few obvious points of resemblance

between the two regressive regimes:

1. Ethnic wars and genocidal acts
Deobandi Fundamentalism
Anti-Intellectualism

Anti-Feminism

v

Pakistani Influence in the government

I- Ethnic Wars and Genocidal Acts

Taleban-Style Attacks against the People of Kapisa

A. When Nadir attacked Kabul; he allowed a number of

tribal chiefs from Paktia to plunder the Arg and the
houses that belonged to Saqqao's supporters in Kabul.
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of Afghanistan, where women still took part in communal and
traditional activities.

Like the Taleban movement, it was the Nadir Shah regime
that spread Deobandi fundamentalism throughout the country,
even in remote parts where Islam had a traditionally innocent
and tolerant face. During his long exile in Balabluk of Farah, a
remote part of Afghanistan, Ghobar tells how the Nadir Shah
government banned women from taking part in a traditional
Eid festivity:

"During the Eid holidays, the village men and women
gathered on the nearby field, playing games and breaking eggs-
The women gathered separately near the male gathering. It was
on a similar occasion that an official decree from the government
banned the female gathering. The decree said, 'Since the Islamic
state of His Majesty the King is abiding by the Islamic shariah,
henceforth the women are not allowed to come out for picnic
during the Eid holidays. For any woman coming out of her house,
her man will be punished. 1 Thus during the next Eid holiday, no
woman was found on the plain.”

Many of the episodes described in the book are not very
different from what we have been witnessing in Afghanistan.
The atrocities that the Taleban militia have been committing
against the people in northern, western, and central

Afghanistan remind many older Afghans of what Nadir Shah,
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Kinship between the Regimes of Taleban
&
Nadir Shah

Many readers have found in this book the roots of the
current regression of the Taleban regime in Afghanistan. There
is indeed a striking Kinship between Ghobar's account of the
Nadir Shah dictatorship and the current situation in
Afghanistan. For example. he demonstrates in the first chapter
how Nadir Shah perpetuated his tyrannical rule by exploiting
tribal. cthnic. linguistic. sectarian. and class differences among
the Afghan people and how he hired mullas to issue fatwas to
Justify executions of dissidents. massacres of thousands of
people in northern Afghanistan. closure of schools and cultural
institutions. suppression of the independent press and freedom
of expression. abolition of music and arts. enforcement of the
veil and other repressive restraints.

The Nadir Shah regime. like that of the Taleban. imposed

its own brand of fanaticism and regression even in remote parts
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contributions to the Afghan culture cannot be ignored. Some of
them in their memoirs, or others who have defended them since
the publication of the book, argue that they joined or infiltrated
the regime to change it from within the power pyramid. But
Ghobar elaborates that it was the intensity of the campaign
from outside by the opposition, particularly the assassinations
of Nadir Shah and his brother, Sardar Aziz, in Berlin, that
forced the regime to relax some of its repression. The author
presents ample evidence to prove that the regime was indeed
too intransigent to accept reform.

His criticism of Saljugi or Reshtiya may be somewhat
unfair, but it is a criticism of their political stands, not a
deprecation of their cultural contributions. However, the
contention reflected in the Afghan exile press has stretched the
argument from intellectual analysis to personal and emotional
expressions. However, recently a number of Afghan scholars
by their objective analyses have placed the book in a proper

context.
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ministerial positions during the Nadir Shah regime. He was
directly involved in torturing Afghan political prisoners.
Shahji, who came to Afghanistan as a coach driver, held the
post of the deputy commander-in-chief, the second highest
military position in the government.

Since its publication, the book, like the first volume, has
also aroused an emotionally intense controversy, with the vast
majority of the Afghan intellectuals embracing it as a true
history of Afghanistan in one of its darkest eras. However, a
number of Afghans associated with the Nadir Shah family or
with supporters of the monarchy have condemned the book as a
biased personal account and a retaliatory reaction by the
author, who spent most of his life in prison, exile, surveillance,
or harassment by the ruling Nadir Shah family. In addition, the
author has also accused a number of Afghan intellectuals,
clerics, civil officials, military officers, merchants, and some
Indian nationals of conspiring with the British and the Nadir
Shah family against the opposition and the Afghan people.

Among those accused of either collaborating with the
repressive regime or betraying the cause of the opposition are
several distinguished Afghan scholars--such as Salahadin
Saljugqi (a great philosopher), Seyyid Qassem Reshtiya (a writer
and statesman), Mir M Sadiq Ferhang (a close associate of

Ghobar and a great historian), etc --whose remarkable scholarly



Ghobar’s Reminiscence *61

dead insurgents and sending them to Kabul... started from this
time."

The Nadir Shah government, like the present Taleban regime,
was heavily influenced and infiltrated by elements from what is
today Pakistan after Britain left India, as the author says:

"The British spying network remained active in
Afghanistan after the closure of the German Embassy in Kabul
in May 1945 and even after Britain left India in 1947. Since the
Indian treasury was no longer in the hand of the British, the
state of Pakistan inherited the network, complete and intact.”

A strong proof of this statement by Ghobar three decades
ago is today's massive infiltration of Afghanistan by Pakistani
Inter-Service Intelligence. A careful reading of the book will
reveal that the current situation created by the Taleban and
Pakistan in Afghanistan is a climax of the drama that the Nadir
Shah government played in the country about seventy years
ago. This is what makes the book so relevant to the present and
so appealing to a large number of Afghans.

Throughout his book, Ghobar presents an ominous picture
of the infiltration of the Afghan political, military, and
economic establishments by elements from British India. Two
of them, Allah Nawaz Multani and Shahji, stand out as the
most diabolically influential figures in the Nadir Shah

government. The first one held several ambassadorial and




Ghobar’s Reminiscence *60

rebels and those obeying the government. He demanded the
blood of the rebels and the properties of those obeying the
government. He insulted and beat the defiant. He even
threatened to summon their wives in a public gathering. When
house search did not result in finding arms and money, his men
threatened household women with the punishment of piercing
their breasts with needles.”

He bombarded part of the Charikar city, which was the
administrative and commercial center of the province. He also
completely burned and destroyed Serayekhaja, the center of
Kuhdaman, and took as hostage 600 men from the local people
and sent them to Kabul. In every part of the province, he
forcefully settled a number of families from Paktia and gave
them the best pieces of the lands that belonged to the local
people, thus perpetuating animosity between the two provinces.

This was his approach during the peacetime. During the
wartime, as reported by lIslah he did not only burn the houses
of the insurgents, he also burned thriving villuges. He burned
four villages in Kalakan and pounded by cannonballs the local
forts.

...The government, which considered the burial of an
insurgent to be a crime, pursued Sultan Mohammad and
burned his house. The dead body was removed from the grave
and brought before M. Gol. The cult of cutting off heads of the
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during the next Eid holiday, no woman was found on the
plain.”

Many of the episodes described in the book are not very
different from what we have been witnessing in Afghanistan.
The atrocities that the Taleban militia have been committing
against the people in northern, western, and central
Afghanistan remind many older Afghans of what Nadir Shah,
particularly Mohammad Gol Khan Mohmand, did in Shamali
about 70 years ago. Relying on his direct observations,
experiences, and even government's publications, Ghobar
presents graphic pictures of mass executions, prison torture,
phony court trials, and genocidal massacres of people during
the oppressive rule of the Nadir Shah family. While the official
history of Afghanistan portrays Mohammad Gol Mohmand as a
war hero, in this book he appears more than a war criminal, as
in this episode:

"On August 26, M. Gol Khan became governor of the
province (Kapisa). Commanding a mercenary force of 25,000
men and a regular army division, supported by heavy guns, he
launched such an attack in that province that would not be
legitimate even in a conquered foreign land.. He
commissioned his mercenary and military forces to plunder
houses, destroy orchard walls, and burn forts, while he himself

was engaged in tormenting, beating, and abusing both the
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how Nadir Shah perpetuated his tyrannical rule by exploiting
tribal, ethnic, linguistic, sectarian, and class differences among
the Afghanistan people and how he hired reactionary mullas to
issue fatwas to justify executions of dissidents, massacres of
thousands of people in northern Afghanistan, closure of schools
and cultural institutions, suppression of the independent press
and freedom of expression, abolition of music and arts,
enforcement of the veil and other repressive restraints.

The Nadir Shah regime, like that of the Taleban, imposed
its own brand of fanaticism and regression even in remote parts
of Afghanistan, where women still took part in communal and
traditional activities. During his long exile in a remote part of
Afghanistan, Ghobar tells how the Nadir Shah government
banned women from taking part in a traditional Eid festivity:

"During the Eid holidays, the village men and women
gathered on the nearby field, playing games and breaking eggs.
The women gathered separately near the male gathering. It
was on a similar occasion that an official decree from the
government banned the female gathering. The decree said,
'Since the Islamic state of His Majesty the King is abiding by
the Islamic shariah, henceforth the women are not allowed to
come out for picnic during the Eid holidays. For any woman

coming out of her house, her man will be punished. 1 Thus
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Ghobar has been called the historian of the people. For he
has written their history --the history of their struggles, heroic
wars, uprisings, victories and defeats, exploitation and
victimization by tyrannical rulers. His version of our history is
deferent from the official version --from the history that the
ruling establishments have wanted us to believe. It is also
different from the history of our country by a number of
foreign historians who have often relied on diplomatic sources
and official documents -- sometimes romanticizing our demons
and demonizing our heroes --without interacting with the
people and without knowing how they perceive their past
heritage.

While the people of Afghanistan, particularly the educated
class, has known the true history of their country since Ghobar
published the first volume of Afghanistan in the Course of
History, foreign students and experts interested in Afghanistan
have not yet had a chance to view our past from the perspective
of a people’s historian. This translation will provide a true
picture of Afghanistan in the second quarter of the last century.

Many readers have found in the book the roots of the
current regression of the Taleban regime in Afghanistan. There
is indeed a striking kinship between Ghobar's account of the
Nadir Shah dictatorship and the current situation in

Afghanistan. For example. he demonstrates in the first chapter
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He was neither a Marxist nor a radical revolutionary.
There is no indication in his life or works that he ever
advocated a communist regime for Afghanistan or cooperated
in any way with the communist party. He died a few months
before the communist takeover in 1978. If he had been among
us for two more decades. he would have put before us another
mirror reflecting the carnage of the Soviet aggression as well as
the barbarity of the continuing invasion of extremists from the
south.

He was very much part of the history he wrote. As a
political prisoner, he witnessed prison torture, intolerable
prison conditions, and summary executions of dissidents, with
some of their family members. Sometimes. he speaks from
within the torture houses. from near the gallows. from the
chambers of power, from facing the demons of despotism, from
inside the faked trial courts. and even from remote villages
where he was banished for years. His statistics on massacres of
people in the north. executions of dissidents. mutilation of
assassins, with elimination of their family members, come from
the state-owned newspapers, Islah and Anis. The book contains
long list of names of political prisoners. critics of the court.
intellectuals. and rebels executed, mutilated. and blasted from
cannons. with many others perishing from hunger. diseases.

and torture in dismal prison cells.
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the strong patriotic spirit of the book and its ardent anti-
colonial tone, immediately stepped in to ban the publication
and collect the published copies. but it was too late.
Twenty-one years after Ghobar's death (February 5.1978),
Hashmat Ghobar published the second volume in June 1999 in
Northern Virginia. A few weeks after its publication. Afghan
publishers in Pakistan and Iran reproduced in offset more than
15,000 copies. Within a few weeks, the book became the most
controversial and talked about subject among the Afghans in

exile. Like the first volume of Afghanistan in the Course of

History, the second volume has been the most widely read and
the most controversial work since its publication in 1999,
Ghobar was an important member of the Amanollah
reformist regime. Following its collapse, he was a leading
member of the opposition, a founder of the democratic Watan
Party. editors of several publications, and an unorthodox
history writer. After the publication of the first volume of

Afghanistan in the Course of History, he was welcomed as the

paragon of Afghan national and intellectual campaign against
tyranny and colonialism. Like Mahmud Tarzi. King
Amanollah, and other Afghan reformists, he struggled for the
establishment of a democratically elected government for

Afghanistan - -a modern, progressive. independent. and neutral

Afghanistan.
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campaigns of the Afghan opposition intelligentsia against
despotism and regression.

The story of how the first volume was published and
suddenly banned while in the process of being printed or after
the first two or three days of the publication by both the Nadir
ruling family and the communist regime is a fascinating story.
According to Hashmat Ghobar(see the Annex). the government
in 1967 had initially agreed with the author to publish 3,000
copies of the manuscript. of which he would receive 300
copies. However, without giving any explanation, the
government suddenly stopped printing the book. Fortunately.
Hashmat Ghobar had already taken out of the printing house
the first 40 printed copies. The government's desperate
attempts to retrieve the copies failed. Later, what terrified the
government most was the publication of the book outside the
country, where more than 15.000 copies were published.

After the fall of the Daud government, the new unpopular
communist regime felt that it could improve its public image
by allowing the publication of the first volume. (Ghobar died a
few months before the communist takeover in 1978.) Within
the first few days of its publication, several thousand copies
were sold. What frightened this regime most was that its
opponents, more than its supporter, showed a greater interest in

reading the book. The regime. which was at first unaware of
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Dr Sharif Fayez

An Introduction to

Afghanistan in the Course of History 11

This book is the second volume of Afghanistan in the

Course of History by Mir Gholam Mohammad Ghobar, a

leading Afghan historian and icon of political activism against

oppression. The first volume covers the history of Afghanistan
from 600 BC to 1929 AD --a period of more than 2500 years.
The second volume covers the rule of the Nadir Shah family
from 1929 to 1953 --a short but eventful period in the second
quarter of the 20th century. Although the author in one of his
notes says that the second volume is the last few chapters of the
first volume, he could not publish it separately or as part of the
first volume under the repressive Daud regime. It appears that
the second volume is meant to be about the Nadir Shah family.
as his elder son, Hashmat Khalil Ghobar. says. While the
second volume is restricted to the history of the Nadir Shah

family, the dominant theme in the book centers on the






An Introduction To
Afghanistan
In The Course Of History Il

Dr Sharif Fayez







Ghobar’s Reminiscence *49

from Tajikistan Mullashah Dawlatov defended a doctoral
dissertation on Ghobar's book "Aghanistan dar masir-i tarikh"
("Afghanistan on the Path of History"). He translated the last
and the largest chapter into Russian. published it in Moscow
along with two articles on different subjects of the book.
Russian scholars consider Ghobar to be one of the most
outstanding Afghan historians. Since he himself witnessed a lot
of important political events and even took part in them.
Russian orientalists make use of his writings as a significant

source to study the modem history of Afghanistan.
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merely tired of politics. But rumors say, later he was once close
to the leadership of the extremist party "Shoale-i jawid". If so,
he rather showed recurrence of bygone radicalism of "Wish
Zalmian" times.

Anyway, finally he was disappointed in revolutionary
struggle and preferred scholarly work, where he reached the
highest point having published his fundamental monograph "
Afghanistan on the Path of History" in 1967. The book
indicated his liberal and democratic believes to the extent that
the authorities banned the monograph and arrested its edition.
Not only scholars but common people as ‘well, dealing with
scarce copies of the book highly appraised both its contents and
the author. Thus Ghobar's contribution to history proved to be
as substantial as to politics.

To conclude, I would like to say that Ghobar is not only
well known to Russian scholars, but besides, his works became
an object of serious studies in Russia. Back in 1957 Dr Reisner,
the founder of the Russian afghanistics translated and
published one of the most important Ghobar's books -"Ahmad-
Shah -Baba-i Afghan". In his preface, which is in itself an
original study and contains 60 pages, Dr I Reisner highly
appraised Ghobar and his book. Later on none of the studies on
Afghan history has been carried out without referring to his

writings. And in 1986 one of my pupils, a postgraduate student
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his prison cell with active member of "Khalq" group doctor
Nasrullah Yusefi.

After the liberal democratic movement was crushed, the
legal opposition disappeared. Political life of the country turned
out to be monopolized by the regime of new Prime Minister.
Muhammad Daoud. Former oppositioners met new
circumstances differently. A Mahmudi died after he had left the
prison, Sarwar Juya died in prison. Some other people quit
their political activities. Some of them like Abdul Hai Aziz. M
M S Farhang, A R Benawa made a compromise with the
regime and later reached ministerial posts.

Though Ghobar was forced to undergo many severe trials,
it did not break his will. Moreover, during imprisonment his
political positions became radicalized so that at the beginning
of 60-s he joined with other liberal democrats like M M S
Farhang, Ali Muhammad Zahma, Muhammad Siddiq Roohi.
But for different reasons they did not participate in the first
(founding) Congress of the People's Democratic Party of
Afghanistan (PDPA) on January I, 1965 and later suspended
their political activities. So far it is not quite clear why Ghobar
gave no support to the Afghan Marxists. | believe he was not a
revolutionary, but an advocate of reformatory way of
development. While other leaders of the PDPA propagated

revolution. It cannot be ruled out, however, that Ghobar was
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Generally, the activities of the opposition including
"Watan" group did not change drastically the social, economic
and political situation in the country. Its members were not
numerous and not many people outside Kabul were even aware
of its existence. But ideas and demands put forward by
democratic leaders including Ghobar laid the foundation for the
new Constitution of 1964 and programmes of some political
parties that emerged later, in the 60-s.

But the regime viewed the opposition as a real threat to its
power. In March 24, 1952 parliamentary elections were held.
The authorities openly interfered in the electoral campaign. As
a result none of the democratically minded candidates entered
the new legislature. Next day the city of Kabul witnessed a
great demonstration organized by the opposition leaders
protesting against the forgery of the elections. The autherities
used that action as a pretext for severe repression. The leaders
and active members of the liberal democratic opposition were
arrested and strongly punished. The head of the radical group
"Khalg" A Mahmudi was sentenced to 9.5 years of prison. The
same happened to Ghobar who was also sent to prison for 4
years. Some other leaders shared their fate: among them were
the first editors of the (Watan » Ali Mohammad Khorush, Barat
Ali Taj, Sarwar Juya. The last one spent over 10 years in prison

after Nadir Shah had been assassinated in 1933. Ghobar shared
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name. This group did not comprise many members. They
mainly represented progressive circles of intelligentsia. Among
them were editor of the paper Mir Muhammad Siddiq Farhang.
President of the Historical Society A A Kohzad, writer Ali
Ahmad Nayemi, Kabul university professors, Faruq Ettemadi
and Abu Bakr, director of the Encyclopedia society, Ali Asghar
Shoa, poet Sarwar Juya, Prime Minister's adviser Abdul Hai
Aziz.

The goals of the “Watan” were formulated by Ghobar
himself: propagation of democratic principles in all the spheres
of social life under conditions of constitutional monarchy,
struggle for civil rights, partition of three branches of state
power, protection of public interests.

Their basic slogans of the democrats were as follows:
constitutional monarchy, democratic laws and freedom of
political parties. On the whole they did not intend the change
the existing form of power, but advocated peaceful evolution of
the absolutist regime on the basis of constitution. However.
they did not believe that radical reforms could be realized
unless the existing political system changes. "Only strong and
competent Parliament and responsible executive body.
enjoying the confidence of the people. -wrote "The Watan", -

are capable of implementing such reforms".
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Ghobar actively participated in discussions covering the
social and economic policy of the government particularly on
the problems of forced labour (begar), compulsory purchase of
corn from the population, the activities of American company
“Morrison-Knudsen” in the valley of Helmand. The
parliamentary opposition not only criticized the government
but also proposed a number of practical measures in the area of
the legislative body's composition and electoral law.
Discussions of these issues in the Parliament provoked intense
struggle. The democratic deputies backed by nearly 20 of their
sympathizers faced conservative majority guarding the interests
of the Royal court. However, according to the report of the
opposition deputies on their work in the Parliament, published
by Ghobar in his "Watan" paper. they succeeded in the
Parliament to take some important decisions. In particular,
forced labour and compulsory purchase of corn were banned.
No doubt these and other measures proposed by the opposition,
met the demands of the people. In this connection Ghobar in
his report expressed the hope that the people must widely
participate in the social life of the country.

In this very period Ghobar was active in social and
political affairs beyond the Parliment. In 1951 he founded and
headed a liberal democratic opposition group “Watan™ and in

March that year he started editing a paper under the same



Ghobar’s Reminiscence *43

In 1949 the most significant period in his social and
political life began. Ghobar was elected Member of Parliament
by the people of Kabul. His popularity at that time proved to be
so high that he obtained 15 thousand votes. In the Parliament
Ghobar joined the opposition deputies - Abdul Hai Habibi, Gul
Pacha Ulfat and Abdul Rahman Mahmudi. They made up a
united faction under the name of National Front and turned the
high legislative body into a tool of propagation of their ideas.
Ghobar and his colleagues tried to make the Parliament a really
effective power structure that could be able to exercise control
over government activities. Besides, opposition deputies
published some of parliamentary discussions in private papers
in order to inform public at large of what was going on there.

At the parliamentary sittings they mostly raised questions
related to violence of constitution, made by authorities,
particularly by the government. The following are some
samples of their critical speeches. A Mahmudi said: "The
constitution has not been realized since the day of its
promulgation. All our calamities emanate from lawlessness".
GPUlfat: "The government does not respect law and
resolutions of the Parliament". Ghobar: “Ministers do not trust
law and democracy and do not wish lawfulness to triumph in

the country™.
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Ghobar's destiny also appeared to be hard. First he
escaped Nadir's repression. Moreover, in 1930 he was
appointed third secretary of the Afghan Embassy to Berlin. But
two years later the King summoned him back to Kabul. Ghobar
joined newly founded Literary Society of Afghanistan. Just at
that time he published a series of articles under the general title
-"Outlook of Afghanistan and its History" in "Kabul" magazine
and an essay "Afghans in India". Then in 1932 he was arrested
and sentenced to death that was later commuted to prison
confinement. He served his sentence till 1936, and then was
sent in exile to Farah district. And only in 1939 did they allow
him to settle in Kandahar.

In 1941 Ghobar at last returned to Kabul and again got
engaged in scholarly and social activities joining the Historical
Society of Afghanistan that was headed by another prominent
historian Ahmad Ali Kohzad. While living in Kandahar he
wrote one of the most significant works- “Ahmad-Shah -Baba-
i Afghan™ published in 1942-1947 were very fruitful years in
Ghobar‘s'life, for he wrote a number of historical works -
"History of Afghanistan from Islam to Tahirid Dynasty"
(volume III), "Khorasan", "Eastern countries”, "The Amirs of
Afghanistan", "Influence of Arab conquests and Islam on

Afghanistan™. “Chinghiz-khan".
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not to the National Council, its work is meaningless". Their
leader A Lodin supported both. He suggested that the King.
who called himself a revolutionary, should leave the post of
prime minister and pass it to another man who could be
responsible to the high legislative body. Though proposals and
demands of the radical deputies were not accepted. their efforts
greatly influenced subsequent political life of the country.

The fall of Amanullah's regime made a tragic impact on
the destiny of Ghobar and the other young Afghans. The new
Amir Bacha-i Saqqao did not prosecute them because they quit
political activities. His successor King Nadir Shah on the
contrary brutally crushed them, since he felt they menaced his
autocratic regime. Thus Lodin, Taj Muhammad and Faiz
Muhammad were executed in 1930. Mohi ud-Din was
assassinated in Peshawar. As to the liberals, they did not escape
repression either. Mir Sayed Qasem was sentenced to death
later changed to 13 years of imprisonment. After being freed he
repented and afterwards made a career of a big bureaucrat
heading the ministry of justice in 1950. Abdul Hussein Aziz's
fate turned out to be different. He gave up his struggle and was
not punished. In 1940 the King appointed Hussein Minister of
Education. Abdui Hadi Dawi having spent 13 vears behind bars

became Speaker of Parliament.
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close ties with the regime. Radical called themselves "The
Young Afghans" and offered ideas of more decisive
democratization of the country, held strong anticolonial
positions and supported expansion of relations with the Soviet
Union. Not bearing in mind drastic changes of existing political
system they proposed the idea of the parliament to be elected.
Some of them even nurtured republican ideas and viewed
Amanullah as president.

Ghobar took an active part in the activities of the radical
group that included Abdul Rahman Lodin, Taj Muhammad
Baluch. and Muhammad Anwar Besmel. Gholam Mohi ud-Din
Arti. Abdul Hussein Aziz and others. In his newspaper. Ghobar
published a lot of critical issues concerning the Amir's
accomplishments. That made him popular. In 1928 he was
elected deputy of Loya jirga as a representative of Kabul
population. At its sessions he strongly criticized the policy of
Amanullah's government. His supporter Gholam Mohi ud-Din
Arti while making speech in the sitting of Loya jirga exclaimed
addressing Amir: "Your Majesty! Until your corrupt ministers
are not prosecuted and hanged no reforms are possible in the
country”. Following him and exposing corruption in the high
spheres of the state power Ghobar spoke about the necessity of
creating a government responsible to the national Council. He

said. "Until ministers are legally responsible to the King but
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occupied the seat of Foreign Affairs Minister, Muhammad
Wali-khan led the diplomatic mission to Moscow and Europe
and then was appointed Defence Minister, Abdul Hadi Dawi
became a publisher and editor-in-chief of official paper
"Aman-i Afghan" and afterwards Minister of Commerce.

Other Young Afghans got engaged in social activities -in
the fields of education public health and culture. Among them
was Ghobar who started editing the paper "Setare-i Afghan" in
Jabulu-e-Siraj in 1919. However, critical tone of its
publications was the reason for the authorities to close the
paper in 1920. So Ghobar joined the state service. first in Kabul
police and then he was appointed officer in Herat recruitment
commission. In 1922-1924 he occupied the post of the chief of

"

the state-owned trade company " Amania " and at the same
time an Afghanistan trade representative in Moscow.
Meanwhile many Young Afghans did not seize their
political activities. Though Amir Amanullah prohibited
political parties. two groups -radicals and moderate liberals.
appeared on the basis of the former "Young Afghans"
movement. Mir Sayed Qasem-khan. the oldest member of the
movement. headed the last one. Radicals united around Abdul
Rahman Lodin. Both groups gave support to reformatory
policy of Amanullah. but liberals proclaimed cautious and
gradual modernization of the Afghan society and maintained
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movement. A Habibi, a prominent historian who made
profound studies of that movement, called Ghobar "a
‘representative of the second wave of constitutionalists" along
with A H Dawi. A Lodin, Muhammad Wali- khan Darwazi.
Shuja od-Daula, Muhammad Ibrahim Jamshidi, Adam-khan.
Mir Yar- beg Darwazi, Gholam Ahmad Ettemadi, Gholam
Mohi ud-Din Arti, Ahmad Rahmani, sayed Qasem-khan, Abdul
Hussein Aziz. The spiritual leader of the movement was "The
Father" of Afghan enlightment, Mahmud Tarzi, who laid the
foundation of the Young Afghans' ideology. We do not know
much of the Young Afghans' political activitics and it is not
clear if Ghobar was a member of the secret "Court party”. close
to Prince Amanullah-khan. Ghobar writes, that they shared
ideas and the goals of the first wave of constitutionalists -
restoration of national independence. introduction ol
constitution, realization of reforms, expansion ot education and
so on. It is on the basis of these very ideas that there shaped
Ghobar's political outlook, that of a patriot and a democrat. e
devoted the whole life to them.

After Amir Amanullah came to power the "Young
Afghans" movement practically fell apart, partly because its

leaders believed that gencral goals had been achieved. Many

dignified members of the movement were promoted to high

positions in the state power structure. Thus, Mahmud Tarzi
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Dr Victor Korgun

M G M Ghobar’s Social and Political Activities

The Afghan culture has sustained in national history quite
a number of names of well-known personalities whose
contribution to the state development cannot be evaluated only
as that of an artist, a journalist, a scholar or a politician. As a
rule they were universally educated men who affected both
national and to a certain extent, world culture, sciences and
politics as well. They are Mahmud-beg Tarzi. Abdul Hadi
Dawi. Abdul Rahman Lodin, Faiz Muhammad Kateb, Ahmad
Ali Kohzad. Gul Pacha Ulfat. Abdul Raouf Benawa. Mir
Muhammad Siddiq Farhang. Abdul Hai Habibi and Sayed
Qasem Reshtiva. Among them one most undoubtedly mention
Mir Gholam Muhammad Ghobar -a brilliant historian. writer,
Journalist. public and political figure.

Ghobar's political activities began in distant years of Amir

Habibullah's rule. when he joined the "Young Afghans”
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"Mir Ghulam Mohammed Ghobar, not only as a historian
but also as a fighter for freedom, is famous and loved. At the
time of occupation of Afghanistan by England. he was a
renowned liberal who fought for freedom, and later he founded
the Watan (Country) Party and the party's official organ. Watan
newspaper."

"Watan newspaper. which many of today's well known
writers of Afghanistan cooperated with, was published under
supervision and ecditorship of Ghobar, and many of the

newspaper's political articles were written by Ghobar himself."
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"Etla-at Newspaper", Tehran

Monday, February 20th, 1978

(Translation from Dari language)

" Afghanistan's Greatest Historian Left This World"

"Mir Ghulam Mohammed Ghobar, Afghanistan's famous
historian and fighter for freedom, at the age of eighty, due to
sickness and physical weakness due to many years of struggle
for freedom, last Saturday left this world."

"Many of Mir Ghulam Mohammed Ghobar's works are
not published yet. History books, Khorasan, Ancient
Afghanistan, and Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e- Tareekh
(Afghanistan in the Course of History) are among his published
writings."

"Mir Ghulam Mohammed Ghobar's book, Afghanistan

Dar Maseer-e- Tareekh. is one of the most credible historical

researches. and until now has been the source of documentation

and information for many writers and researchers."”
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historical research and, until now, has been the source of
documentation and information for many researchers and
writers. Ghobar always included elements of criticism in his
social writings, and with his sharp insight, tried to analyse
historical events in his writings."

"Ghobar, not only as a historian, but also as a fighter for
freedom gained fame and love among pecple, and he
participated in Afghanistan's political and social reforms. In his
youth, at'the end of Afghanistan and England's third war, in
which Afghanistan achieved its political liberty, Ghobar was an
active representative in the first parliament of the Afghan
Government and tried hard to support and promote the 'renewal
and reform' mentality."

"During the upcoming reforms, before the republican
revolution in Afghanistan, he spent time in prison, and was also
exiled in regions of Farah-Afghanistan for a time. Following
his return to Kabul, Ghobar worked as journalist for a while
and published Watan (Country) newspaper, the political organ
of Watan Party. At the end of his political activities, he wrote
his last book about Afghanistan's political history, which was
published in the government's printing house, but prior to
distribution was banned. A few weeks ago, Ghobar went to
West Germany for medical treatment and died in the hospital.
May his soul be blessed.”
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Comments By Foreign Media At the Time of
Ghobar's Death

Radio BBC News
February 25th, 1978
At 9: 10 PM Afghanistan Time

(Translation from broadcast in Dari language)

"Last Saturday, Mir Ghulam Mohammed Ghobar,
Afghanistan's greatest historian, journalist, and famous political
fighter for freedom of this century left this world at the age of
80. Based on one of the scholars, Ghobar, even at old age,
possessed new ideas and the spirit of the youth."

"Ghobar, when he was young, started to study social and
political subjects. When he became a member of Kabul
Literary Society, he began to write articles about history and
became an important member of this society. The works of the
late Ghobar also included a series of social and historical
articles that have not all been published.

Among his books that have been published. one can name

Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e- Tareekh, which is the most credible
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Reminder:

One must realize that most of Ghobar's works were
written within limitations imposed by the despotic regimes.
During the publication of Ghobar's works, government censors
felt free to alter his original works by adding, subtracting, and
changing words and sentences, even deleting or changing
pages.

Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e- Tareekh, (Afghanistan in the

Course of History), was Ghobar's first work that was written
without consideration of despotic environment and the
government censors did not alter it, because as soon as the first
volume of this book was printed, it was immediately banned
and remained banned during the ruling dynasty's governing
period and Ghobar's life time. The second volume of this book

was kept hidden, intact, until it was printed later in the US.

Note.

The second volume of Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e-

Tareekh (Afghanistan in the Course of History) will be
published in English in the near future. The first volume will be

published in English later.
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Weekly two-page newspaper, printed in Jabul Saraaj Print
House (stone print) and later in Chareekar Print House. Ghobar
was chief editor and the goal of the newspaper was to keep the
spirit of fighting for independence from Britain. The time of
the newspaper's publication and distribution coincided with the
beginning of Afghanistan's war for liberty. Ghobar's articles in
the last issues of this newspaper were critical of the
government too.

15. Watan (Country). Political organ of Watan party,
1950-1951:

This weekly newspaper was published in Kabul. Ghobar

was the founder and chief editor of Watan, and many of his
political articles at that time were published there. Watan was
banned by the government of the time and its publication was

stopped.

16. Tareekh-e Adabyate-e Afghanistan (History of

Afghanistan Literature):
From the beginning of historical era till 20" century.

(This manuscript has not been printed yet.)

17. Gohar's Notes about his life:

(This manuscript has not been printed yet.)
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13. A series of articles historical social and political
1943-1949:

These articles were published in Kabul periodicals and

newspapers, (among them in "Ariana"journal, 1943-1949).
Ghobar, through these articles, projected Afghan scholars, and
introduced some of Afghanistan's historical handwritten books.,
as well as others.

"Iqtesaad-e-Ma" (Our Economy), Ghobar's famous
article, was published in the daily newspaper "Islah"
(correction), 51st vol., October 9th, 1946. This analytical
article expounded the nature of the economy of the country and
a small group of major merchants and money holders who in
cooperation with the government conducted trade. In this
article, Ghobar revealed facts about a system, which greatly
increased the financial by this group and resulted in increased
general poverty among the people of the country, and
destruction of urban and rural middle class economy and the
middle and small businessmen and merchants. This article
provoked much discussion and awareness. The government,
during a session of the cabinet, interrogated and threatened

Ghobar and punished the chief editor of Islah newspaper.

14. Setaara-e Afghan (Afghan Star). 1920-1921:
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9. Tareekh-e-Islaam and Nofooz-e Arab in Afghanistan

(History of Islam and Arab Influence in Afghanistan). 1947:
In 112 pages, Kabul Printing House is included in 3rd
volume of Afghanistan History.

10. Quroon-e-Ula (Early Centuries), 1947:
In 226 pages, Kabul Printing House. Ghobar wrote this

book in cooperation with Dost Mohammed Khan, a history
teacher, as part of history curriculum for 10™ grade of public

schools.

11. Afghanistan Ba Yak Nazar (Afghanistan At One
Glance), 1947: in 284 pages, Kabul Printing House. The

government of the time (who belonged to Mohamadzayee

dynasty), did not like the page with information about
Mohamadzayee Ruling Period, and censored and replaced that

part.

12. Adabyat-e Dowra-e Mohammed Zayee (Literature
in Mohammed Zayee Period), 1952:
In 81 pages, Kabul Printing house, published in the fifth

chapter of History of Literature in Afghanistan.
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until 20th century, and includes a list of Afghanistan's initial

names, regions and borders in the form of an appendix.

6. Tareekh-e Ahmad Shah Baba (History of Ahmad
Shah Baba), 1943:

In 352 pages. Ghobar wrote this book while he was in

exile in Kandahaar (a region in south of Afghanistan). The
book was published (with some difficulty) after he returned to
Kabul. It includes historical events in Afghanistan during the

18th century.

7. Khorasan. 1947:

In 100 pages, Kabul Printing House. This book is a study
and research re "Khorasan", which was the name of the country
(now Afghanistan) for more than 1500 years. The study is
based on wvalid sources of historical and geographical

documents.

8. Resaala-e Omara-e Mahalee Afghanistan (Pamphlet
on Local Governments in Afghanistan),1933-1934:

In 58 pages, Kabul Printing House, published in "Ariana"

Jjournal, 2nd year, volumes 3-7
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country, printing, and publishing it. In June of 1999 Hashmat

K. Ghobar course of History at American Speed Print
House VA, USA (in 285 pages), 5000 copies were printed.
This book covers the eventful years of the second quarter of
the 20" century. So far (July 2000) this book has been re

reprinted three times in other countries in 50,000 copies.

3. Afghanistan Wa Negahe Ba Tareekh-e Aan
(Afghanistan and A Look at its History), 1931:

In 190 pages, Kabul Printing House, published in Kabul
Journal (2nd -12th issues). This book covers the subject of

Afghanistan's geographical history.

4. Afghanistan Dar Hindoostan {Afghanistan in India).
1932:
In 95 pages, this book projects the history of Afghanistan's

political influence in India.

5. Tareekhcha-e Mokhtasar-e Afghanistan (A Brief
history of Afghanistan), 1932:

In 68 pages, printed in the first volume of Kabul
Saalnaama ( yearly) Kabul Printing House. This book reviews

the history of Afghanistan from the beginning of Avesta period
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While this ruling dynasty was in power, and throughout

Ghobar’s lifetime, the first volume of Afghanistan Dar Maseer-

e-Tareekh remained banned. One month after the fall of the

ruling dynasty by the communist coup in 1978 (several months

after Ghobar's death), the new Soviet puppet regime, released

Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e- Tareekh (Vol.l1) in summer of
1978, for the purpose of gaining people's trust. However, three
days later. the puppet government sought to ban it, realizing the
strong "anti foreign invaders" spirit of the book. At the time,
most of the three thousands copies had already been purchased
by people, and there was nothing left to be banned. Since that
time, this book has been republished several times (about

55,000. copies) in locations outside of Afghanistan.

2. Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e-Tareekh (Afghanistan in

the Course of History) Volume Two:

At the time that Ghobar wrote this book in Kabul in 1973,
there was no possibility of its Publication because Afghanistan
was run by the dictator president, Mohammed Dawood.
Ghobar, in his written will, assigned the job of safekeeping and
publishing this book (at an appropriate time) to his soh,
Hashmat Khalil Ghobar.

Dangerous times of continued dictatorship and foreign

invasions slowed the process of getting the book out of the
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soon as the last page of the book was printed, the book was
immediately banned by the ruling dynasty without any official
announcement. Later, the new prime minister (Noor Ahmad
Etemaady), officially announced in a parliamentary meeting.
without any legal or court process, the banning of the first

volume of Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e-Tareekh. At this time,

Mohammed Anas, the new Minister of Information, officially
summoned Ghobar to the Ministry of Information, and
requested the return of 40 copies of the book that Ghobar had
obtained during the printing process, based on the signed
contract. The minister questioned Ghobar with a threatening
tone, "You have spent much of your life in prison and in exile
and the locks and chains of prisons are weary of you, but still
you write this kind of book?" Ghobar answered, "You have not
seen my house. Only a wall separates my home from the Kabul
City Prison. The room I have is smaller than the one given to
me when I was in prison, so the threat of prison has no effect
on me. I consider it my duty to write the true history of the
people of Afghanistan. Legally, the history book I have written
must be released. The government can then use its power to
hire and assign writers who serve the government, writers who

have already distorted the facts and history of the past, to

respond to my book in writing."
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through writing Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e-Tareekh. The

developed .form of writing analytical and scholarly history of

Afghanistan.

Ghobar’s written works:

I. Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e-Tareekh (Afghanistan In
the Course of History) Volume One 1967:

(840 pages. Kabul General Printing House, first print 3000
copies) This book was banned by the government of the
time before the book's distribution. Later, this book was
published, repeatedly, outside of Afghanistan (more than
55,000 copies). This book is the first analytical history of
Afghanistan that covers the period from the beginning of

history to early 20th century.

The Story of printing and Publishing of the First Volume of

Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e-Tareekh:

In 1967, the Book Publishing House in Kabul signed an
official written contract with Mir Ghulam Mohammed Ghobar
to print his book in 3000 copies. Three hundred copies were
promised to the author. At this time, this particular Book
Publishing House belonged to the Ministry of Information
under Minister Abdul Rawoof Benawa. The current prime

minister was Mohammed Hashem Maywandwal. However. as
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When Ghobar died. he left behind his wife, Saleha
Ghobar. and seven children (Maria Ghobar, Rona Ghobar,
Donia Ghobar. Asad Hasan Ghobar, Ashraf Shuhab Ghobar,
Ibrahim Adham Ghobar, and Hashmat Khalil Ghobar). Ghobar

has written in his notes about his wife. "Saleha Begum

intelligent and hard working, my life long friend, has
participated with patience and dignity in all of the sad and
dangerous events of my life, has raised good children, and has
tolerated many difficulties.”

Ghobar’s Work:

It must be noted that until 70 years ago, the history of
Afghanistan. inspite of its richness, had been left unclear and
unknown in the history books written by foreigners and other
writers. Even in schools throughout Afghanistan, the history of
the country was taught from 18th century onward. Of course,
this sad and regrettable situation was undermining the country’s
history. its national unity. and integrity. Ghobar is the first
individual who. seventy vears ago, felt this great loss and
started to document the true facts and to remedy this loss.
These written works were the first on Afghanistan history as a
country. New generation of Afghan historians all come after

Ghobar. Forty years later. Ghobar once more presented,
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Ghobar, truthful and loyal to his people and humanity,
was fearless and courageous with a straight back and his
head held high. Two of the most dangerous and despotic
rulers of Afghanistan, Nadir Shah and some years later,
Prime Minister Mohammed Dawood, invited Ghobar to
cooperate with their dictator governments (see 2nd volume

of Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e- Tareekh.) Ghobar, accepting

the risk of death and years of prison, exile, and house
arrest, refused this invitation, which he considered to be not
in the interest of Afghanistan and its people. He always
expressed and wrote the truth. This is evidenced by his very

act of writing Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e- Tareekh

(Afghanistan In the Course of History) during the time that
the ruling dynasty was still in power.

His son, Hashmat Khalil Ghobar, recalls a day when a
government agent came into their house. He insinuated that if
Ghobar is imprisoned again because of this political activities,
what would happen to his three young daughters? Ghobar
asked this person, "How many do you estimate the population
of Afghanistan?" The man answered that it was between 12 and
15 million people. Ghobar said, ""Half of this number, about
8 million, are girls and women. How can I give up fighting
for the rights of 8 million daughters of this nation because

of my three daughters?"
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election of Ghobar as the people's representative to the
parliament for the second time. It was at this time that Ghobar
was giving a speech to the citizens of Kabul in Zaynab
Nendarea (while government agents were present t00)..0One
government agent verbalized this negative propaganda.
suggesting that Ghobar's release from the prison was an
indication of Ghobar's surrendering to the government. Ghobar
answered, "The despotic government does not stop its
cowardly and shrewd manipulations and propaganda against its
opponents. The keys to the prisons are in the hands of the
government. The government keeps anyone in, or lets anyone
out of prison at any time that may suit the government's

schemes. But 1. here in front of everyone and in presence of the

government's agents, challenge the Government of Afghanistan

that if they have so much as a single proof of my giving up
during my political life, they must present it so that everyone

can see it and know about it. The government does not have

such proof. However, | will write the real history of the people

of Afehanistan. In_this history | will also document crime

government and their operatives."

Ghobar kept this promise and wrote Afghanistan Dar

Maseer-e- Tareekh (Afghanistan in the Course of History).
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comer of the street, next to a wall. an old man was trembling
from the cold and sadness poured from his dignified gaze. The
man had only an old shirt and pants on. My father took off his
coat and gave it to the old man, and spent the winter without a
coat, since the one he gave away was the only one he had. He
was not able to buy another one. What Ghobar did then.
remained hidden under the rushing thick snowflakes. but |

witnessed his deep feelings and his love for humanity.”

Ghobar, who in his last will had wanted his children to
serve the poor and needy, made this service his occupation in
his own life. He spent his life on this path, and never once gave
up or caved in under the threats. the danger of death, and the
dictatorship of the ruling power. Through all the Years of
pressure, prison, and exile, Ghobar never wavered from his
path and never gave in to the rulers.

When the ruling dynasty realized that they had failed
to break Ghobar through the use of prison and chains, they
became furious and started to use their intelligence
apparatus to conduct an extensive subversive propaganda
against Ghobar.

When the second era of "democracy from above” was
announced following the government of Prime Minister

Mohammed Dawood, the government prevented. by fraud.
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Ghobar's Death--Februarv Sth 1978:
Only a few months before the fall of the ruling dynasty by

the coup that was run by the Soviet's puppet regime, Mir
Ghulam Mohammed Ghobar, who had gone to West Berlin for
the treatment of a gastric ulcer, passed on from this world
while in hospital. He was put to rest in the burial place of his
ancestors in Shohada-e-Saleheen in Kabul, Afghanistan.

God bless his soul.

Ghobar had written in his will that several hundreds rare
books, his private library, be donated to one of Afghanistan's
public libraries. Following his death, his wish was carried out
and the books were donated to Kabul Public Library.

Ghobar had also written in his last will, "I wish for my
children the blessing of faith and belief in one God; Kindness,
success in serving the poor and needy and humanity, which
will lead to serenity of soul, a clear conscience, and positive

outlook to life and death."

Ghobar was deeply affected by human sufferings,
especially the suffering of the poor and the needy. Hashmat
Khalil Ghobar remembers a time when he was a young child,
stating, "On one of the cold days of winter, when the snow was
coming down heavily, I was walking with my father (Ghobar)

on Jadae Walayat in Kabul. He had my hand in his hand. At the
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Afghanistan  Dar  Maseer-e-Tareekh.)  Watan
newspaper was printed in four pages, in Kabul. Its
style was analytical. On 1951 the government banned
the Watan newspaper and in 1952 also banned the
Watan party. In 1956, the government officially
announced that Watan party must be dissolved as of
that date.

Political prisoner, 1952-1956: (Because of Ghobar's

leadership in a demonstration of Kabul citizens for free

parliamentary elections.)

1956 -1978:

For the next twenty years, Ghobar, the fighter for freedom,
patriot, writer and historian was put under continuous
surveillance by the ruling dynasty, and thus was forced to
continue his political activities from his house. During this

period, Ghobar wrote Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e- Tareekh

(Afghanistan in the Course of History). However, the
government of the time used any and all means to prevent the
publication of Ghobar's written works including newspaper,

articles, or books, and banned Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e-

Tareekh. Through fraud in voting the government prevented

election of Ghobar in the parliament for a second time.
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First Secretary in the Afghan Embassy in Berlin,1930.

Ghobar resigned from this position and returned to

Afghanistan to participate in the struggle against

dictatorship and tyranny of Nadir Shah.
Member of Kabul Literary Society- 1931-1932.

Political prisoner, 1933-1935.
Political exile in regions of Faraah. & Kandahaar,

1935-1942.
Member of Historical Society in Kabul, 1943-1948.

Elected Representative of Kabul Citizens in the

Seventh National Parliament.

1949-1951:

Founder and leader of Watan (Country) Party,
Founder and Chief Editor of Watan newspaper (Party's

political organ) 1951-1952:Main goals and objectives
of the Watan Party were: Safeguarding of sovereignty

and integrity of Afghanistan; introduction of
democracy and justice in all aspects of political and
social life; national unity; achieving civil and human
rights; public education and public health; elimination
of corruption; respect and devotion for peace and

wholesomeness in the world (see page 244, vol. two
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a positive environment for the social activities and movements

among the country's young generations. However, this period

did not last more than ten years. Ghobar's activities during this

eventful period:

During the Amania (King Amanullah) Period:

Founder and chief editor of "Setaara-e Afghan"
(Afghan Star)- winter 1919 to summer 1920. This
weekly newspaper contained two pages, subjects were
analytical and reformative originally printed and
published in Jabulsaraaj Stone Printing House and later
in Chareekaar (Parwan province).

Official in the Ministry of Public Safety, 1920-1921.
Member of Herat (region in the west) Regulation
Committee, 1921.

Member of Amania Cooperative and Trade Mission in
Moscow Convention, 1924 Secretary in Afghan
Embassy in Paris, 1926.

Official of customs office in regions of Kataghan and
Badakhshaan (north) 1927,

Elected Representative (by citizens of Kabul) at Loy —e
Jerga (National Assembly) in Paghman, 1928.

During the Government of Nadir Shah and His Family:
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remaining few chapters of the first volume. Due to severe
dictatorship at the time in the céuntry. it could not be published
then. It is for the reason author has no written a preface for the
second volume. Later on, he did not have the opportunity to
prepare the required appendages for the second volume. This
second volume has now been printed and published unaltered,
as Ghobar had left. Hashmat Khalil Ghobar, his son, was
assigned by Ghobar’s last written will and testament to manage
and publish his books and other written works. The preface and
the dedication sections written by MGM Ghobar in the first
volume of Afghanistan Dar Maseer-c- Tarcckh,.havc also been
included in the second volume. An appendix summarizes
political life of Ghobar and his written works and also

comments by foreign media on Ghobar's death are attached.

Ghobar's Political Life:

Ghobar was born in Kabul City in 1898. Ghobar's youth
coincided with a period in which the roots of social change
were slowly developing. In Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan,
newspapers and magazines were being published. Private
libraries and both open and covert intellectual circle we being
formed. These occurrences resulted in a political revolution and
social evolution in the country. leading to Afghanistan's victory

in the Third Afghan British War. This victory helped to provide
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Who Is MGM GHOBAR?

The following information has been translated from the
Dari (Farsi) appendix attached to the 2™ volume for Mir
Ghulam Mohammed Ghobar last book, Afghanistan Dar
Maseer-e-Tareekh (Afghanistan in the course of history.)This
appendix includes a short summery of Ghobar’s political life,

his written works, and two components by foreign media on his
death.

A short preface by Hashmat Khalil Ghobar contains
important concerning the 1% and 2" volumes of
Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e-Tareekh (Afghanistan in the
course of history). The translation is as follow:

“The first volume of Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e-Tareekh

covers of Afghanistan from ancient times until the second
quarter of 20" century (the end of Shah Amanulah’s
government). This book, printed in 1967 in Kabul was
immediately banned by the government, prior to leaving the
publishing house.

The second volume of Afghanistan Dar Maseer-e-

Thareekh (the last volume) covers the critical and eventful
period during of government of Nadir Shah and his family until
the fall of Prime Minister Shah Mahmood (Nadir Shah’s

brother) from power. This second volume is, in fact, the
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16.00-18.30
Chair: Prof. Said Saaduddin Hashimi

(ex-Kabul University Lecturer, London)
Prof. Abdul Rasul Raheen

(ex-Kabul University Lecturer, Sweden)

Reflection of Ghobar’s works in the Media

Mr Rahanaward Zaryab (Novelist and writher, France)

Ghobar and Portraits of Oriental Calamities

Mr Nasir Mehrin (writer, Hamburg)
Ghobar in the last Decades
&

Discussion

Messages and Conclusion:
Mr Abdullah Haris (Student. Middlesex University, London)

Conference Committee:
Prof. Said Saaduddin Hashimi, Dr Askar Mousavi. Mr Poya Faryabi and
Mr Abdullah Haris.
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13.00-15.30
Chair: Mr Poya Faryabi
(ex-president of Afghanistan’s Writers' Association, London)
Mr Akbar Kargar (Writer, London)
A Glance of Ghobar’s Life

Mr Latif Nazime (poet and writer, Germany)

Ghobar and Persian Literature

Dr Assadullah Shau’or, (Researcher and writer, Canada)

Ghobar and the Homeland party

Dr Rasul Rahim (writer, Germany)

Re-thinking Ghobar’s Methodology

of Historical Writings
&

Discussion

15.30-16.00
TEA BREAK

e
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CONFERENCE TIME TABLE

09.00 -09.45
REGISTRATION

09.45-10.00
OPENING
Prof. Richard Tapper (SOAS. London)
Chair: Dr SA Mousavi (St. Antony’s College, Oxford)

10.00-12.00
Dr Michael Barry (UNISCO, Paris)

Ghobar and the Creation of National History

DrVictor Korgun (Institute of Oriental Studies. Moscow)

Ghobar’s Social and Political Activities

Dr Sharif Fayez (Writer, USA)
Ghobar and Afghanistan Intellectuals
&

Discussion

12.00 -13.30
LUNCH






THE CONFERENCE
TIME TABLE
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